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WORSHIP SERVICES
Sundays at 10:00AM, except as otherwise noted.

4/1: 7:30PM, Maundy Thursday Communion Service
—The Rev. Ron Sala and Bishop Thomas Langley
Bishop Thomas Langley of the Alexandrian Gnostic Church
will accompany Rev. Ron in a celebration of the Last Supper.
All persons, of all theological persuasions, or none, are invited
to the Mystery.

4/2: 6:30PM, First Friday Potluck Seder
—The Rev. Ron Sala and the Fellowship Committee
Join us for the great Jewish celebration of freedom from
oppression (and a fine feast).

4/4: Easter—The Rev. Ron Sala
The Resurrection Day of Christianity holds great symbolism for
all who seek life. Our choir will sing.

April’s Pastoral Care
on call person is

Leslie Weinberg
at 203-322-3094
or cell 203-517-8496

For emergencies, please contact the
Community Minister,
The Rev. ReBecca Ames Sala at
203-219-4341 or
ramessala@yahoo.com.

4/11: What Are Years?—The Rev. Ron Sala
Unitarian Universalist poet Marianne Moore wrote, “What Are
Years? ... And whence is courage: the unanswered question,
the resolute doubt... that in misfortune, even death... stirs the
soul to be strong?” We will consider aging, wisdom, and those
who have persevered and will honor long-term members of our
congregation.

4/18: If—The Rev. Ron Sala
Rudyard Kipling begins his famous poem, “If”: “If you can keep
your head when all about you/Are losing theirs and blaming it
on you....” How can we keep equilibrium in troubling times?
How can we hold onto eternal truths in the maelstrom of daily
life?

4/25: “Did Jesus Survive the Crucifixion?”
—Joe Gonzalez

There is evidence that Jesus survived the crucifixion found in
the holy texts of several major world religions -including the
Christian Gospels! Is it possible that Jesus survived? We'll
take a look at the evidence for this, as well as the for
possibility that Jesus traveled to and spent his remaining days
in India and is currently buried in a known location in Kashmir.
| will also discuss the implications of Jesus' survival on not
only Christianity, but religion as we know it today.
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Ron’s Report
UUSIS is going places. I'm impressed with the number of initiatives our congregation is undertaking to plot
its destiny. Let me enumerate:

Strategic Plan. In the wake of our Mission Statement, we will formulate a Strategic Plan to carry
out our mission for the next three to five years. Chair Amy Good will be bringing together representatives of
the congregation this spring to formulate a plan for the plan. In the fall, we’ll begin in earnest to make plans
for UUSIS’s progress.

Behavioral Covenant. The Committee on Ministry is working on a draft to go before the
congregation of how we agree to treat one another. We covenant as UU’s to respect the dignity of every
person and the interdependent web of all existence, but how do these commitments manifest on a daily basis
in congregational life?

Bylaws Revisions. We have a Bylaws Committee hard at work on looking at the (by-laws of the
land and how they could be improved to ensure our values are carried out in the operating system that
governs our interactions with one another. The committee’s draft changes will come up for discussion and a
vote at the end of this Society year.

I hope you’ll participate in all three of these initiatives so we more fully live our Mission to “build a
community that deepens individual faith, celebrates unity among diversity, and promotes a just and humane
world.”

Rev. Ron

President’s Message

Our big concert fundraiser is Friday April 9. A portion of the funds will help meet our fundraising goal
for the year to ensure that we break even financially. The remainder of the funds will go to No Vet Left
Behind, who we hope will be taking over Metcalf House soon. If you haven't bought tickets yet or invited
someone, please do so! Let's make sure we meet our own goal and welcome our new tenant with open arms!

I would also like to welcome Bob Sanders as our new Treasurer. Bob filled an unanticipated opening
in the position, and did so with enthusiasm and a big smile! Bob will be the Treasurer until the current term
ends in June 2011. Thank you, Bob, for stepping up into this very important role!

Lastly, our pledge drive is well underway. Our goal is to raise $150,000 in pledges for the July 1,
2010—June 30, 2011 fiscal year, and $10,000 toward our Building Fund. That is a 10% increase over our
projected pledge income from this year. Everyone should have received a pledge card by now. Please return it
as soon as possible by mailing it to the office, putting it in the collection plate on Sunday, or handing it to a
Board member. At our May meeting, the Board uses the final pledge numbers for the proposed budget, which
is then offered for approval at our Annual Meeting on June 13.

As an incentive, there will be a Pledge Celebration Dinner on May 15 for everyone who gets their
pledge in early. Maria Galbier-Briger has generously donated her Greenwich home for this event. If you
return your pledge card by April 11, you will be invited to attend the dinner for $10. If you return your pledge
card by April 11 and increase your pledge by at least 10% over last year, you will be invited to attend at no
charge! Cocktails and appetizers will be served from 4:30-6:30pm. Drinks will be made using Brazilian Rum
Cachaca and server wine Olie Berlic (soft drinks also available). Dinner would consist of (pending weather)
Penne Pasta and Rice with Brazilian Bolognese sauce, Basil Marinara, and a Chicken Primavera sauce, Caesar
Salad and a mixed Green salad. Hamburgers and Linguica would be served from the Grill. The event will be
rain or shine. We’ll use Maria's back gardens around the pool area and kids would be able to play in the yard.
If the weather is not nice, we will be using her recreation room. It takes over $200,000 each year to run this
Society, and only a portion of that comes from rental income. We can't do it without your help. Thank you in
advance to everyone who gets their pledge card in on time. We greatly appreciate it!

As always, any comments or questions to the Board can be sent to trustees@uusis.org, or just talk to a
Board member! Joseph Gonzalez, Jr.
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BENEFIT CONCERT—GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!

On Friday April 9 at 7PM, we will be hosting a concert to
benefit both UUSIS and No Vet Left Behind! NVLB is a CT-
based organization dedicated to providing transitional housing to
homeless veterans. They will be taking over occupancy of
Metcalf House once St. Luke's has completed moving their
current residents to another of their housing locations, most
likely in the late spring or early summer.

Tickets for the concert are $30 each, and are 100% tax
deductible. The concert will have two acts. The opening act will
be Superband, a local group who plays regularly in the

Stamford / Bridgeport area. The main event will be recording
artist Grayson Hugh. Grayson had two successful albums
released in the early 1990's. His album "Blind to Reason" was named one of Billboard Magazine's Top 10
Adult Contemporary Albums of 1992. His hits "Talk it Over", "Bring It All Back" and "How 'Bout Us" can
be viewed on YouTube. After a long hiatus from the recording industry, he is releasing his first album in 15
years this March. Grayson will play some old hits, new music, and several songs he wrote and never
released during his break. He will be available after the concert for a meet and greet and autographs, and we
will be selling his new CD as well!

Tickets MUST be purchased in advance! They will be on sale each Sunday after service, or you can email
me at trustees@uusis.org to reserve tickets! I also need ten helpers for the event. The first ten to agree to
help out will not be charged a ticket fee! Help items include setting up and taking down chairs before and
after the event, collecting tickets at the door, selling water and soda during the event, and ushering people to
seats. See me or email me if you are able to help!

Hope to see you all then!

Joseph Gonzalez

UUSIS MOVIE NIGHT

Are you looking for a way to relax? Are you looking for a kid friendly place to
watch a fun family movie? Searching for an affordable movie night out?

Then join us on Friday, April 23 at 7PM in the Social Room for a screening of
“Nim’s Island™!

Admission is $10 per person, children under 4 are free. Price includes unlimited
popcorn, snacks and beverages! Bring your family and friends! Anything we make in
excess of the license fee goes directly to UUSIS. Please RSVP to admin@uusis.org
or trustees@uusis.org no later than Wednesday, April 20, so we know how much
food and drink to supply! Hope to see you there!

SECOND SUNDAY HIKERS
The Second Sunday Walk for March 14 was cancelled on account of the storm. On April 11 we will be
walking in the Audubon Fairchild Wildflower Gardens, always a spring favorite. Web site here: http://
greenwich.audubon.org/AboutUs_AudubonCenter_Other Fairchild.html.

Bob Hawley
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o UUSIS FLIGHTS OF FANCY VD%

~ 4 Saturday, May 1, 2010 ;\‘ s
20 F t Street, Sanct
@} orest Street, Sanctuary 4@
“% $100 per person 5

(only 36 spaces available)

Hosted by Rama Kumanduri, Cristina Romero, Neil and Yinan Danilowicz
Tickets need to be purchased by April 18th

Cocktail Hour with Hors D’oeuvres 6PM Do
Dinner to start at 7PM

Tickets to be sold after services.
For more information please contact Neil Danilowicz or Rama Kumanduri

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CARE BEARS

February was all about our children doing what they do best, showing love! We made our semi-annual trip
to Edge Hill. Beverlee Spencer, Jacquie Carlsen, Karen Versanti and Tara Fleck joined Zoe Harrer,
Nicole Versanti, Kimberly Versanti, Jaime Versanti, and Ethan Fleck in distributing Valentine's Day cards
that were filled with hearts, warm messages and a dash of Japanese culture!

At

©

Amazing upcoming events:

= April 4: Ring in the month of April with your own Bunny craft for Easter!

= April 11th: Passover and Easter Egg Hunt

= April 18th: No April is Easter without Bunnies (making Bunny Magnets)

= April 25th: Vesak (Buddah's Birthday) Rev. Ron will be joining us for a talk!

Jacquie Carlsen and Carla Ledsma

BYLAWS REVIEW

The UUSIS Bylaws Committee now has proposed revisions to review. There will be four review sessions for anyone
who has questions about the proposed changes. The sessions will be held on Sundays starting April 18 and ending
May 9. They will be in the Sanctuary after service.

PAINTERS WANTED

Do you love to Paint? Are you artistic?

o ———

If so, UUSIS needs you. On April 10th, UUSIS will be painting the Office,
Reverend's Office, and Conference Room. We hope to get started at I0AM so

we can quickly finish this that day.
e
&’ This is a chance to show your support for our congregation by helping to prep,

prime and paint. If you are interested, please, contact either Neil Danilowicz,
Building and Grounds Chair, or Tara Fleck, Admin.

Hope to see you there...
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IF YOU LIKE PUZZLES....

May 22nd we will install the new Kitchen Floor. If you can help, please contact me.

Neil Danilowicz

]
55

FIRST SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION

For April, UUSIS donated 102 Ibs. of food to The Food Bank!
Most Needed Food Items: Mashed Potatoes ¢ Fruit Cocktail * Canned Tuna / Canned Chicken ¢ Soups
Carnation Instant Breakfast « Breakfast Cereal « Peanut Butter / Grape Jelly ¢ Juices
White or Brown Rice (2 Lb Bags) « Powdered or Parmalat Milk ¢ Pasta * Jarred Spaghetti Sauce
Canned Stews * Canned Vegetables (Corn, Cut Green Beans) ¢ Applesauce ¢ Crackers
Dried Beans (Pinto Beans, Black Eyed Peas, Lentil, Kidney) * Macaroni & Cheese
PLEASE NO BABY FOOD OR PERISHABLES! Those items are provided for through the WIC
program. The Food Bank can not accept baby food items any longer or perishables that will spoil.

Food collections are held on the 1% Sunday of each month. We keep a basket in the kitchen for those
who bring food on other days. Any questions, please see Janet Cory or Tara Fleck.

SACRED CIRCLE PAGAN GROUP: UU'S AND THE GODDESS

Come sample some of the resources provided by the UU Association and the UU Women
and Religion to encourage appreciation for the Divine Feminine within our

congregations. Lee Sullivan will lead and host the April 20 gathering of the Sacred
Circle, with brief introductions to “Cakes for the Queen of Heaven,” “Rise Up and Call
Her Name,” and “Becoming Women of Wisdom.” We will demonstrate some of the lesson
activities, including a sampling of the audio and visual aids. This program is not just for
members of the UU Pagans, but will be of interest to everyone who has any curiosity about
Goddess history and worship and what difference such knowledge can have in our
communal and personal lives. Please call the office if you plan to come to enable an
appropriate arrangement of the meeting room and to make provision of sufficient
handouts.

We hope to see you April 20 at 7pm at Lee Sullivan’s home (come in through the garage door).

Lee Sullivan

UUSC UPDATES
Thank you all for supporting the work of the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) with the
UUSC/UUA Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund. Your generous donation of $3,548 will make a real difference
in the lives of people after disaster.

Charlie Clements, President and CEO

UUSC is pleased to recognize UUSIS with the Creating Justice Banner Society Award. This award goes to
congregations with 25 to 49 percent UUSC membership. The achievement was celebrated with special
acknowledgments in UUSC’s Annual Report, the Winter 2009 issue of UU World, and online at
www.uusc.org. Thank you for your support, and we urge you to continue to join us to carry the work
forward. It takes many hands to advance the work of social justice.

Lauralyn Smith, Senior Associate, Member Development Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
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POEMALLEY

PoemAlley has had a busy month with two events in March and the planning of one in April.

On March 4, Professor Mazin Qumsiyeh (formerly of Yale and Duke Universities), who teaches at
Bethlehem and Birzeit Universities in occupied Palestine and chairs the Palestinian Center for
Rapprochement Between People, gave a presentation to about 50 people in our Social Room. He shared his
first-hand experience of living in a troubled land and showed a PowerPoint presentation depicting, among
other statistics, how the Jewish settlements are taking more and more of the land. Some of those attending
raised opposing views, and he responded fairly and without any animosity. He concluded by saying that he
would prefer just to have one state with all people being treated as equals. It was a very interesting and
educational evening.

On March 13, PoemAlley sponsored a second in its series called Writers Express, offering readings by
poets from Curley’s Diner and Liberation Programs. Many voices, many cultures and many life
experiences were represented in the various poems. Ralph Nazareth led off with a poem reflecting his
experiences from his recent trip to Israel (where he had met Mazin). One mother imagined visiting her
daughter in heaven. She said the daughter had died 19 years ago and would be 35 now, but she added with
a smile, “Now don’t go trying to guess my age!” A World War II veteran read a poem about losing a friend
in the war, and another poem, which he said had won a state-wide poetry prize, but the best part for him
was that it had paid him $100! Along with the humor, there were stories of mental illness, HIV/AIDs,
alcoholism, love and loss. For a very rainy Saturday afternoon, those who attended found a sense of
community and support in sharing their personal writings.

Bonnie Currie

THE GREEN FUSE: A SPRING CELEBRATION

The force that through the green fuse drives the flower
Drives my green age...

PoemAlley, UUSIS
20 Forest Street, Stamford
3to 5 p.m., April 24, 2010

Poets, musicians and activists,
join us in a gala spring festival of words and song.

May the surging energy of Thomas’ lines serve as inspiration
to speak out on issues of planetary health
and a just, sustainable and humane future.

Please e-mail Ralph Nazareth (ralphnazareth@mac.com) if you wish to participate. Since we expect many
readers, please limit yourself to four minutes, though I recommend you have additional work up your sleeve
just in case we have extra time.
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GREEN TEAM

Energy Audit: An energy audit has been completed for the RE building and
Sanctuary building. Many thanks to Darek Shapiro for conducting the audit Sustainability Tree:
that identified a number of areas where we could reduce our fuel and
electricity expenses. The results of the audit are being reviewed with the
Board with recommendations on where to invest to get the largest return on

There are quite a few
leaves on the tree, but

investment to reduce our expenses and energy used. more are needed. If you
have adopted a new

Pennies for the Planet: Pennies for the Planet is a successful nationwide habit recently, stop by

campaign to help critical conservation projects. It’s powered by kids during Social Hour after

collecting pennies (and nickels, dimes, quarters, and dollars, too!) to help
save wild places and wildlife in the United States. The Green Team
encourages everyone to support Ethan Fleck in his campaign for this great
cause! For more info: www.penniesfortheplanet.org

service and add a leaf to
the tree!

Upcoming Events
April 6: Green Team Meeting: If you are interested in helping to spread the green word, join the Green
Team! Contact Linda King or Mike Berlinski for more information.

May 1: Riverwalk @ Scalzi Park: Join us on Saturday, May 1* from 10AM — 12 noon as Sue Sweeney,
one of the Stewards of the newly-formed Scalzi Riverwalk Nature Preserve Stewardship Committee,
provides an introduction to this special place. Rain date: Sunday, May 2nd after service.

Sign up sheet is on the Green Team bulletin board in the Social Room.

Fall 2010: Camping Retreat: The Green Team is looking for people who are interested in going on a
weekend camping retreat in September 2010. Cabin camping with tent sites available for those who wish to
pitch a tent instead. Contact Linda King if interested.

ADVOCACY

The February UUSC conference call featured an update on environmental justice and a recap of our recent
JustJourney to Guatemala. UUSC’s experiential learning programs, including JustWorks and JustJourneys
trips, link supporters to human-rights work and activists through hands-on experience. UUSC staff and
supporters recently traveled to Ecuador on a JustJourney to learn about the human right to water. In the city
of Guayaquil, UUSC partner organization Mi Cometa, is working to ensure access to safe, sufficient,
affordable water for all residents. Their community organizing and work for legislative reform have made a
difference. In 2008, Ecuador passed a Constitution that includes the human right to water. Your support is
crucial for this human-rights victory and continued work on implementing the new Constitution!
Participants in the recent JustJourney met residents and activists, including youth organizers who proposed
amendments to the new Constitution, nine of which were adopted. They also enjoyed a trip to the
Galapagos Islands, learning about Ecuador’s culture and water justice. Listen to a recording of this call and
other past calls at www.uusc.org/conference_calls.

UUSC has two upcoming experiential learning trips to build houses in Minnesota prior to General
Assembly (details forthcoming; check our website for updates!) and our annual Civil Rights Journey. If you
have questions about experiential learning, e-mail justworks@uusc.org. For other questions, contact
volunteerservices@uusc.org.

Leslie Weinberg
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ABOVE & BEYOND

There are approximately seven octogenarian
members of UUSIS who are living alone, and
several other members who also could possibly
need help in times of stress and potential
danger, as was the case during the bad March
storms that hit Stamford. It was heartening for
many of these people to have received an
"RUOK?" call from Janet Cory on Sunday,
March 14th. Thanks to Jan for her kind concern.

Thanks to Jeff and Linda King, Ellie and
Martin DeRidder, George Mandler and

Rolf Maurer for their help sorting books in our
dusty, dirt-floored, low-ceilinged basement on a
beautiful sunny day! Along with Bonnie Currie,
they got a lot done in a relatively short

period. The books are stored in boxes on tables

and are more accessible for our on-going book
sale in the Social Room and, assuming another
book sale next fall, will be much easier to
display by general topic.

If you want to recognize someone or a group who
went “Above & Beyond”, please write a brief
paragraph and submit to Tara Fleck, Office

Administrator, for inclusion in the next newsletter.

Parish Minister — The Rev. Ron Sala

Community Minister — The Rev. ReBecca Ames Sala
Minister Emeritus — The Rev. Stan Aronson

Music Consultant — Maureen Ferrara Higle

Office Administrator/Newsletter Editor — Tara Fleck
Cleaning Crew — Goodwill Industries

President — Joseph Gonzalez

Vice president — Neil Danilowicz

Treasurer — Bob Sanders

Clerk — Bonnie Currie

Buildings and Grounds — Neil Danilowicz
Pastoral Care Lay Ministry Team — Nancy Furnas
Committee on Ministry — Bob Nixon

Fellowship — Open Position

Finance — Rama Kumanduri

Membership — Caitlin McConoughey

Religious Education — Jacqueline Carlsen
Religious Services: Robert Hawley & Leslie Weinberg
Social Action — Robin Gans

Publicity — Jeff King

Green Team — Linda King & Mike Berlinski
Denominational Affairs — Diane Montgomery
Historian — Dorothy Sonn

Photographer — Ray Mosher

Rental Coordinator — Diana Martinez

Director of Personnel — Eleanor Dennis

A FINAL THOUGHT...

“He who loses money, loses much;
he who loses a friend, loses much more;
he who loses faith, loses all.”

— Eleanor Roosevelt

LOST AND FOUND:
IF YOU HAVE LOST ANYTHING AT
UUSIS, PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE. ALL
UNCLAIMED ITEMS WILL BE DONATED TO

GooDWILL. CONTACT THE OFFICE ASAP IF
YOU ARE MISSING ANYTHING.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION
If you would like to submit an article to UUSIS
News & Views, please e-mail admin@uusis.org
or call (203)348-0708. Articles are due by the
15th of each month and should be fewer than
200 words.

20 Forest Street, Stamford, CT 06901
Phone: 203-348-0708 / Fax: 203-358-0029
Email: admin@uusis.org
Web: www. uusis.org

PARISH MINISTER’S OFFICE HOURS:

Tues. and Thurs.: 1:00 — 7:00PM

Weds.: Day off. Emergency calls only.

Fri.: Sermon prep day at home, emergency calls only.
Other times available by appointment.

You may call the Rev. Ron Sala on his mobile phone at
203-559-9620 between 9:00AM — 9:00PM on remaining
days of week. Emergency calls any time.

E-mail: ron.sala@uusis.org

Direct Office Phone: 203-348-0758 to leave a private
message.

OFFICE HOURS:
Tue., Thurs., and Fri.: 9:00AM —3:00PM
E-mail: admin@uusis.org
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