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5/9: Margaret Fuller Bicentennial—The Rev. Ron Sala and
Lisa Paul Streitfeld
This month marks the 200" birthday of influential feminist, author,
critic, Transcendentalist, and Unitarian Margaret Fuller. Lisa Paul
Streitfeld studies Fuller’s life and work and is curating the
multimedia exhibit “Woman In The 21* Century: MF And The
Sacred Marriage” about to open in Boston. We will also
commemorate Mother’s Day with a reading for Rachel Sabbath,
calling attention to maternal health around the world, and a child
dedication for Darek and Nana's baby.

5/16: “When Bad Things Happen to Good People”
—The Rev. Deb Morra
Exploring the Book of Job.

Ladies Who Lunch, (p-7)
Second Sunday
Hikers
Above & Beyond, A
Final Thought,
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Contacts &
Information

May’s Pastoral Care
on call person is

Maisie Kohnstamm
at 203-972-5811

For emergencies, please contact the
Community Minister,
The Rev. ReBecca Ames Sala at
203-219-4341 or
ramessala@yahoo.com.

5/23: Should There Be a National Day of Prayer?
—The Rev. Ron Sala

In April, a federal judge ruled that the National Day of Prayer,
established by Congress in 1952, is unconstitutional. The ruling
does not affect this year's commemoration, set for May 6, but the
ruling is certain to be appealed to allow the observance in future
years. The surrounding controversy highlights tensions in our
country over the relationship of religion and government. After
the talk, there will be opportunity to express your thoughts. Our
choir will sing.

5/30: Growing Souls: Flower Communion and Dedication
of Religious Education Building—The Rev. Ron Sala,
Joseph Gonzalez

Our service will celebrate the spirits of two dearly remembered
Unitarian Universalists—Norbert Capek and Connie Scanley.
Norbert Capek was the Bohemian minister who invented the
flower communion. Connie Scanley was a dedicated member of
our congregation who gave decades of committed service. They
shared two loves: growing plants and, as educators, growing
souls. If you can, please bring a flower (or more than one) to
share. After service, we will dedicate our Religious Education
Building in Connie’s name.
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Ron’s Report

I appreciate our willingness (not perfect, but growing) as Unitarian Universalists to welcome people.
At our best, we treat differences as diversity making community lively and whole.

I’'m proud we’re not mired in fights, like many denominations, around inclusion of those who love
others of the same gender. As much attention as has been paid recently to issues around gay, lesbian, and
bisexual people, represented by the first three letters of the acronym “LGBT,” that last letter, standing for
“transgender” hasn’t been talked about as much.

Transgender people face misunderstanding and discrimination. The category encompasses those
transcending society’s usual definitions of male and female, including those who feel a different gender
psychologically than physically, dress in opposite gender clothing, or biologically exhibit traits of both
genders.

UUA has recognized support of transgender people as part of our mission since 1996. Here at
UUSIS, a speaker last fall from Love Makes a Family, who told about his transgender child, was well
received, with many taking action for transgender inclusion afterward.

May 8, at 9:30 am, I’ll be on a panel during Transgender Awareness Day organized by Triangle
Community Center (www.ctgay.org) at Norwalk City Hall. I hope you’ll come out to educate yourself and
show your support to our transgender brothers and sisters.

Rev. Ron

President’s Message

As we approach the end of the congregational year, our attention turns to three major annual efforts.
First is the pledge drive. As you know, the Board has set a pledge goal of $150,000 for the upcoming fiscal
year. It is an ambitious goal, but a necessary one as we need over $200,000 to run UUSIS annually. We only
make so much money from rentals, and we rely on your support to help keep our doors open. I strongly
encourage you to hand in your pledge cards no later than May 9. The Board is meeting on May 11 to set the
final budget to present to the congregation. If we do not meet our goal, we are going to have to make some
difficult decisions on cutbacks such as cutting committee budgets, cutting of employee salaries or hours,
relying more on volunteers for grounds maintenance and cleanup, and putting off necessary building repairs.
With everything it takes to run our Society, these are cuts we would prefer not to make. Your dedication and
generosity is crucial to us being able to carry out our mission, and is greatly appreciated!

Investment into UUSIS is more than just financial. It takes people. Volunteerism is imperative to
reaching our goals and making UUSIS our spiritual home. An active society is one that will attract more
people as well, as we strive to continue to grow our congregation. The Nominating Committee has been
very hard at work trying to fill the Chairperson positions for our various committees, and still have several
slots open. If you are a UUSIS member and are willing and able to dedicate the time to running one of our
committees, please contact Eleanor Dennis, Janet Cory, Carole Ehleben, Rolf Maurer or Michael McLarney.
If you are unable to be a chairperson, I encourage you to look into joining a committee as a member. It is a
great way to have a say in what goes on around here, and can be a very rewarding experience. The more
people that volunteer, the more likely it is that we will succeed and become a growing force in Stamford!

Finally, the Religious Services Committee is looking to fill the summer lay service schedule. As of
this writing, Bob Hawley is still in need of a few ideas for summer services. If you have any ideas or
recommendations, please let him know! Also, we would love to hear your feedback on what service topics
you would like to see and what events you would like to see held at UUSIS. Please email me your ideas at
trustees(@uusis.org.

Thank you all in advance for your help and cooperation in all of these matters. UUSIS is very
important to me, as [ am sure it is to you, and I would love to see us fulfill our true potential. With your
help, it can happen!!

Joseph Gonzalez, Jr.
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FIRST FRIDAY POTLUCK
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FIRST FRIDAY - MAY 7th - 6:30 P.M.
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COME JOIN US IN CELEBRATING THIS INCREASINGLY POPULAR MEXICAN HOLIDAY!!!

JOHN NOLAN AND DEBBIE SCHMIDEL HAVE GRACIOUSLY AGREED TO HOST,
WITH BONNIE CURRIE'S HELP!

THIS WILL BE OUR 4TH CINCO DE MAYO POT-LUCK
GOOGLE: CINCO DE MAYO - ALL RECIPES

TAKE OUT MEXICAN IN STAMFORD
(THESE 2 RESTAURANTS HAVE BEEN IN STAMFORD FOR YEARS)
OLE MOLE - 1030 HIGH RIDGE RD. 203-461-9962
TACOS GUADALAIJARA - 217 ATLANTIC ST. 203-324-2204

FIRST FRIDAY TRADITIONS....KIDS FREE, CHILD CARE ON SITE
BRING FOOD, PAY $3, NOT BRINGING FOOD - PAY $10

PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE POSTER IN SOCIAL ROOM: WE ASK YOU TO BRING APPETIZER,
MAIN DISH, SALAD, OR DESSERT---OR MAYBE A SURPRISE???

MEXICAN FOOD IS THE THEME...DON'T LIKE MEXICAN FOOD? BRING WHATEVER

@

PLEASE CALL DOT (203-588-1232) OR THE OFFICE (203-348-0708) IF YOU HAVE TO
CANCEL OR ARE SIGNING UP AT THE LAST MINUTE .

UUSIS MOVIE NIGHT
Are you looking for a way to relax? Are you looking for a kid friendly place to watch
a fun family movie? Searching for an affordable movie night out?

Then join us on Friday, May 14 at 7PM in the Social Room for a screening of
“The Princess Bride™!

Admission is $10 per person, children under 4 are free. Price includes unlimited
popcorn, snacks and beverages! Bring your family and friends! Anything we make in
excess of the license fee goes directly to UUSIS. Please RSVP to admin@uusis.org or
trustees@uusis.org no later than Wednesday, May 9, so we know how much food and
drink to supply! Hope to see you there!
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SEDER SUCCESS
T . Thanks to the efforts of Rev. Ron and ReBecca, the ’\-—»
\ g First Friday Passover Seder was a great success. Ron ¥ ;
A

led us through the service, with the help of Readers,
Maisie Kohnstamm, ReBecca Sala and Leslie
Weinberg. We enjoyed the rituals of Passover, good

most of the traditional symbolic foods and chicken,
Leslie added chicken soup with matzoh balls, and
others contributed appropriate dishes. Maisie’s
cheesecake was to die for!

Bonnie Currie

MEMBERSHIP

We were delighted to acknowledge the contributions of our members who have been with us over 25 years
with certificates of appreciation on April 11. Those fine people are Helene Devin, Alfa Drent, Robin Stein,
Silvia Fernandez-Stein, Diane Montgomery, Edward Lane, Janet Shaw, Paul and Diane Daddona and Leslie
Weinberg.

A DRAFT of an updated directory will be arriving in your e-mail soon. Please keep an eye out for it and
respond immediately with any changes so that you can continue to get the UUSIS newsletter, weekly e-
mail and UU World from the UUA. If you do not respond immediately your changes will appear in the
next directory in the fall.

The Membership team has been researching small groups as a new offering to our congregation. If you are
interested in being part of a small group or have experience with small groups (from a UU congregation or
another faith), please see someone on Membership.

If you are new to UUSIS, we have an event for you! We will have a Welcome Dinner on May 21 at 6:30pm
in the Social Room. Come and make some new friends over a simple supper. The purpose is to sit with
someone that you don’t already know — established members, new members, visitors. Please RSVP at
coffee hour or by Evite in your e-mail.

If you are new and would like to share your faith journeys, and learn about the congregation's mission and
vision, we are in the process of scheduling a New to Stamford UU workshop. Please see Caitlin to learn

more.

Caitlin McConoughey

CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS!

In the upcoming changes to UUSIS publications, we would like to include more pictures. They can
{'M' be posed or natural or action. Simply any picture of any event at UUSIS. Please send all pictures to

the Administrator at admin@uusis.org. If possible, please include the info about the picture when
you send it. Thanks!

=
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IF YOU LIKE PUZZLES.... ﬂ{l

May 22nd we will install the new Kitchen Floor. If you can help, please contact me.

(o
Neil Danilowicz

FIRST SUNDAY FOOD COLLECTION
For April, UUSIS donated 20 Ibs. of food to The Food Bank!
Most Needed Food Items: Mashed Potatoes ¢ Fruit Cocktail * Canned Tuna / Canned
Chicken * Soups
Carnation Instant Breakfast « Breakfast Cereal « Peanut Butter / Grape Jelly « Juices
White or Brown Rice (2 Lb Bags) * Powdered or Parmalat Milk ¢ Pasta ¢ Jarred Spaghetti
Sauce
Canned Stews ¢ Canned Vegetables (Corn, Cut Green Beans) * Applesauce ¢ Crackers
Dried Beans (Pinto Beans, Black Eyed Peas, Lentil, Kidney) « Macaroni & Cheese
PLEASE NO BABY FOOD OR PERISHABLES! Those items are provided for through the WIC
program. The Food Bank can not accept baby food items any longer or perishables that will spoil.

Food collections are held on the 1% Sunday of each month. We keep a basket in the kitchen for those
who bring food on other days. Any questions, please see Janet Cory or Tara Fleck.

ADVOCACY
Environmental Justice Update
Intel Adopts a Human Right to Water Policy
On March 19, 2010, the eve of World Water Day — following a shareholder resolution by NorthStar Asset
Management, Inc., that was cofiled by UUSC — Intel, one of the world's largest manufacturers of
semiconductor chips, adopted a human-right-to-water policy, calling it “the smart and the right thing to do."

UUSC supports the Women for Water Network in Tanzania

Following a successful 2009 Gender Festival — featuring regional workshops on water — organized by
UUSC’s partner the Tanzania Gender Networking Program, UUSC has provided seed funding for the
launch of the Women for Water network. Established by workshop participants, largely grassroots and rural
women, the network will move forward water-advocacy issues on behalf of marginalized women.

Shareholder advocacy is one way that UUSC is lifting up human rights and working for real change. When
large companies acknowledge the importance of human rights, this is a step in the right direction. The work
continues as companies consider how to implement these new policies, and UUSC monitors the situation to
be sure they follow through. Recently, our Unitarian Universalist Service Committee has had several
important victories in shareholder advocacy work.

UUSC is a membership-based organization, separate from and independent of the UUA. UUSC receives no
funding from the UUA.

Leslie Weinberg
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PENNIES FOR THE PLANET SUCCESS!!

On Sunday, April 25, Ethan Fleck and the Green Team collected money for Pennies for the Planet. Their
efforts raised over $100 for this cause! Thank you all for your tremendous contributions!

Pennies for the Planet is a successful nationwide campaign to help critical conservation projects. It’s a
fundraising campaign by kids collecting coins to help save wild places and wildlife in the United States. By
raising thousands of dollars for conservation, kids have turned pennies into a huge support to help protect
wildlife and their habitats. For more info: www.penniesfortheplanet.org.

Thank you.

Tara Fleck for Ethan Fleck %jﬂfﬁ!‘ﬂi%eﬁlaﬂet!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Amazing upcoming events:
May 2nd: Celebration of Shavous
May 9th: Mother's/Father's Day Appreciation: More on My Family
May 16th: Project Chile: Kids Brainstorm to create short letters etc.
May 23rd: Project Chile continued, Recital Brainstorm/Rehearsal.
May 30th: Recital Rehearsal

Jacquie Carlsen and Carla Ledsma

LADIES WHO LUNCH
We will have our next Ladies Who Lunch on Wednesday, May 12, at 12:00pm. Lunch will be at Shiki
(493 Hope Street, Stamford). This restaurant offers "Hibachi & Sushi." Please contact Bonnie Currie to
make a reservation.

Bonnie Currie

SECOND SUNDAY HIKERS

Bob Hawley led us through the red maple swamp at the Fairchild Wildflower Garden in Greenwich. We
were at a disadvantage because Don Currie didn't share his Fairchild booklet with us—that is a joke,

because Don has given us much hike information through the years.

Virginia Streitfeld (retired) and Amelia Berlinski (6 months) made this a celebrity “...Virginia and
hike. Virginia was accompanied by her enthusiastic daughter Vicki, and Amelia was | Amelia were the
carried by her parents Mike and Jillian. Some wildflowers were spotted, but Virginia | most beautiful
and Amelia were the most beautiful blooms in the group. Janet Cory (Janet Shaw will | plooms in the
be joining us soon), Debbie, and Leslie admired the skunk cabbage and the fiddle head

ferns. group.

Karen was still floating on air after the delicious, colorful retirement social hour. If you were sorry to miss
this hike, please contact Karen (203-348-0487).

Next hike: May 9 (Mother's Day), Sherwood Island.

Thanks everybody, and enjoy the remarkable, sunny days!
Karen Davis

Bi[May 2010 page 7|FH|




ABOVE & BEYOND

Thank you to the volunteers for the No Vet Left
Behind Concert. Without the help of Rolf
Maurer, Amy Good, Dee Rapposelli, Dianne
& Paul Daddona, Cora Santaguida &

Jason Williams, Maureen Ferrara-Higle,
Lynn Ferrara, and Bonnie Currie the many
jobs to set-up, operate, and break-down the
concert would not have been possible. Thank
you all for your wonderful work and willing
spirits. It is gratefully appreciated!

If you want to recognize someone or a group who
went “Above & Beyond”, please write a brief
paragraph and submit to Tara Fleck, Office

Administrator, for inclusion in the next newsletter.

Parish Minister — The Rev. Ron Sala

Community Minister — The Rev. ReBecca Ames Sala
Minister Emeritus — The Rev. Stan Aronson

Music Consultant — Maureen Ferrara Higle

Office Administrator/Newsletter Editor — Tara Fleck
Cleaning Crew — Goodwill Industries

A FINAL THOUGHT...

“People are, if anything,
more touchy about being thought silly
than they are about being thought unjust.
— E.B. White

President — Joseph Gonzalez

Vice president — Neil Danilowicz

Treasurer — Bob Sanders

Clerk — Bonnie Currie

Buildings and Grounds — Neil Danilowicz
Pastoral Care Lay Ministry Team — Nancy Furnas
Committee on Ministry — Bob Nixon

Fellowship — Open Position

Finance — Rama Kumanduri

Membership — Caitlin McConoughey

Religious Education — Jacqueline Carlsen
Religious Services: Robert Hawley & Leslie Weinberg
Social Action — Robin Gans

Publicity — Jeff King

Green Team — Linda King & Mike Berlinski
Denominational Affairs — Diane Montgomery
Historian — Dorothy Sonn

Photographer — Ray Mosher

Rental Coordinator — Diana Martinez

Director of Personnel — Eleanor Dennis

LOST AND FOUND:
IF YOU HAVE LOST ANYTHING AT
UUSIS, PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE. ALL
UNCLAIMED ITEMS WILL BE DONATED TO

GooDwILL. CONTACT THE OFFICE ASAP IF
YOU ARE MISSING ANYTHING.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION
If you would like to submit an article to UUSIS
News & Views, please e-mail admin@uusis.org
or call (203)348-0708. Articles are due by the
15th of each month and should be fewer than
200 words.

The Unitarian Universalist Society in Stamford
20 Forest Street, Stamford, CT 06901
Phone: 203-348-0708 / Fax: 203-358-0029
Email: admin@uusis.org
Web: www. uusis.org

PARISH MINISTER’S OFFICE HOURS:

Tues. and Thurs.: 1:00 — 7:00PM

Weds.: Day off. Emergency calls only.

Fri.: Sermon prep day at home, emergency calls only.
Other times available by appointment.

You may call the Rev. Ron Sala on his mobile phone at
203-559-9620 between 9:00AM — 9:00PM on remaining
days of week. Emergency calls any time.

E-mail: ron.sala@uusis.org

Direct Office Phone: 203-348-0758 to leave a private
message.

OFFICE HOURS:
Tue., Thurs., and Fri.: 9:00AM —3:00PM
E-mail: admin@uusis.org
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